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I CAN'T SEEM TO F 
DOOR OK OPENING O 
SORT, VIC- THE VVHOI 
SURFACE APPEARS 
ANDUNSROREN.' , 
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iTHERE N 
/MUST BE /. 
,A WAY IN. 
'PERHAPS-? 
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Stunned by the sudden disappear- 
ance of fheMercurian, laura 
Sinks vfeaHtf into a seat by 
the skip's control board 



YOU SWrrCMEPOHAl'D BETTER 

A LH5HTEPMAP0F " 
SOME SORT WITH 
YOUR ELBOW. 
SEE, UP THERE 
IS MERCURY AHP 
POWN HERE "" 
EARTH. 



Sat, as Laura scrambles front the seat in 
alarm, her foot depresses a floor lever, 
and a tremor rnna thronak the 
space craft? 




Hme stands still as the ship 
penetrates the invertMost secrets 
of Space... Suddenly ■ 





But its much too Me to flee, for the crowd, as if tc > ax 
unspoken command, surges suddenly forward: 




jar. Vic and Laura survive the vicious assault of the murderous 
Mercurian mob, or will they die under the barrage of its 
fists? Head Chapter Two for the answer.' 



[OmpterTwoj 

^ VIC TORRYand 
Laura Brooks face 
miraculous release 
from the crazed 
Mercurian mob, 
onlv to face a 
far more perilous 
danger.' 
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ijjjaura's scream for help pours new 
Strength into Vic's battered body, and- 



P I HAVE MV OWN 

REASONS FOR SAVING 

YOU. COMB! WE'LL 

SOON BE THERE 

ANP SAFE — 

FOR AWHILE. 




I CAME TO RESCUE \WE BEFRIENPEP HIM/ H£'£> 
ANOTHER... MY FATHER, IREACHEP THE ENP OF HIS 
SHAW.' WHY DO 

you possess 

HIS SPACESHIP? 

WHAT HAVE YOU 

PONE WITH MY 

FATHER? 
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SZ1Z HAS TAKEN OVER THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ETERWAL _ 
EXISTENCE BV FORCE ANP 
MADE A PLANET OF A 
CATTLE OF OUR PEOPLE. 
MERCURY TOCAV IS A SLAVE-. 
NATION OF AUTOMATONS - 
CHAINED TO THE WILL 
OF SZZZ.' 




As the nob surges into &£■ room, iheEartiu'xnas and their 
Mercuriau friends retreat behtud a huge transparent 
door m the rear of the building/ 



THIS WILL HOLP THEM 

FOR AWHILE- ANP IF THEY 

PO BREAK THROUGH IT, 

YOU CAN USE YOUR 

ATOM1CGRATOR.' 



STZ'S WILL IS PRECEDING 

THEM, HIS THOUGHTS, PROJECTED 

IKTO THIS ROOM -ARE LEAPING 

THEM ON. THOUGHT IS POWER, 

ENERGY, AND NO POOR OR 

WALL CAN WrTHSTANP IT/ 

WATCH' 




Climbing through tlte 
apertures, the party 
finds itself on the 
TOOf, flnrf looking over 
ike edge into the 
Street below - 



SHOULP YOU 
RETURN TO , 
EARTH WITH 
ONE OF THE 

FLYING 
SAUCERS 

YOUR 
SCIENTISTS 

MIGHT SOON 
CONQUER 

SPACE AND 

DISCOVER S1Z2'S 

PLAN FOR SOLAR 
CONQUEST! 



YES, ANP THAT 
WOULP IMPERIL 
HIS PLAN.' SO, YOU 
MUST PIE! WE 
ALSO ARE A PERIL.' 
COME! WE CANNOT 
AY HERE.' WE 
MUST FU 



Leaving the city, the party passes one of 
the tyrant's giant war plants— 




But, no matter where they go, the 
search patrols of S2zx are close 
behind! At a womtain ca ve... 



SOMEONE'S COMING 1 
UP TOE TRAIL! -. 
VIC, LOOK.' THE/ 
HAVE SOME SORT , 
OF HORRIBLE j 
LOOKINS 
BEASTS 1 
WITH. 
THEM!) 





VOL! HAVE \ 


./BUT FOR ^ 


STRUCK THE 


M ONLY A y 


FIRST BLOW A1 


N IITTLEA 


SZZZ, EARTH - 


Jf WHILE/ I 


WAN/ANC < 


( WE «UST ^ 


PELAVEP HIS 


V FACE "S 


PLAN TO KILL 


r REALITY-' 


USi WITH THE 


/OUR DAYS ARE 


GINZAS J 


NUMBEREP/, 


PEAP, THE *a 




SLAVE- J 
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Vmlac's soUwt words bring 
quick protest frotn vie' 



WE CAN'T \ 
LEAVE you 1 
HERE TO , 
FIGHT , ' 
ALONE.' 
PERHAPS, 
IF WE , 
COULD 
FINP< 
5TZZ..JJ 



I THINK UMLAC 
AND GOIA ARE 
RIGHT, VIC. 
THEY SAY WE 
MUST 60, 
THEN WE 

must; 



ALL RIGHT, 
BUT HOW? 
'OUR SPACE- 
SHIP IS 
GUARDED: 



Later that same night, at the Trans. 

planetary Airport where Mercury's 

spaceships are parked — 





J As Hie ship flashes along, 
a brooding silence falls ■ 
over Vic! 

Yv\C, WHAT ) OF S7ZZ, LAURA, ANPAIL 

ARE YOU n^E TERROR AMP EVIL "fl 
v THINKING'/HE'S WROU6HT.' I CANT I 
rGETHWOUTOFMVA1INP/| 
I CANT STOP 
THINKING.' 



VIC, WE'RE 
' CHANGING COURSE.' 
WE'RE HEAPING BACK. 
, TO /MERCURY.' 
WHV.VIC.'-- 
. SPEAK TO 
A<E.'.. 










W HAS THE SPACESHIP BEEN SUPPENLy REVERSEP TOWARP 
WERCURY? HAS THE EVIL SPEIL OF SZZZ REACHED INTO SPACE ANPIAIP 
ITS HANPS ON VICT REAP CHAPTER THREE FOR THE STARTLING ANSWER! 




As the Suddenly-reversed spaceship zooms 
through tt)eeoia.Tsy$tehi f Mercvry - Pound — 



., VIC, WHAT po YOU 
t-l MEAN, YOU CAN'T 
HELP IT? WHAT'S 

THE MATTER? 




Landing on the field 
where tkey'dseen Umlac 
MdGoza, Vic and Laura 
Step Cautiously from the 
Ship, alert for trouble... 

THERE'S \VlCi LOOK. 
NOT A SOUL \ IT'S UMLAC 
AROUND. THE^ ANP GOT A! 

FIELD'S 
DESERTED. j 



The Earthlxngs race toward 
their friends, but as tJtey Hear 
■them, ct dull, lifeless expression 
in Umlac and Goza's eyes makes 
Vic pause 




Inside the ship, Vic hastily 
Maneuvers the controls, and— 



^T-Pra 



IT WAS AWFUL, SEBIHG \HEAP FOR THAT 
UfiAlAC AND GOYA LIKE ALL ) BROKEN- UP 




fke ship 
hits ike 
mountain 

Side a 
glancing 
blow, and 
comes to 
a tearing 
halt in a 
deep earth 

furrow. 
Laura., thrown 
clear of the 
wreck, sits 
up dazed, to 




Once free of the tomb, Vic 

frantically searches the 

area for zaura.' 



THESE ARE TRACKS.' GINZA AND 
MAN-TRACKS.' AND THIS FOOT- > 
PRINT — IT'S LAURA'S.' SHE'S BEEN 
CAPTURED.' NOW I HAVE ONE - 
MORE REASON TO FIND SZZZ AND 
DESTROY HIS 
EMPIRE ' 




S7ZZ'S WAR PRODUCTION 

CENTERS ARE THE MOST VITAL 

LINKS IN HIS CHAIN OF CONQUEST.' 

IF ANYTHING WENT WRONG 

THERE? THAT'S THE 

ANSWER.' 




Vic finds his 
way to the 
giant robot- 
ship factory, 
and observes 
from the 
shadows! 
Suddenly, 
he hears 

the M 
sou-ad , 

footsteps 

behind 

him— 




BUT THEY PONT EVEN SEE 

ME-' of course.' szzz y 
THINKS I WAS KILLED IN J 
THE SLIDE -AND HE "H 
DIRECTED THEIR THOUfiHTS 




AT LAST, I'VE DISCOVERED 
SZZZ'S WEAK SPOT- THE 
SLAVES! I CAN MOVE 
BOLDLY AMONG THEM, YET ■ 
BE UNOBSERVED.' THROUGH I 
THEM, I CAN STRIKE 

AT HIM! J 




A moment later, in the marshalling 
yard, where the finished craft- 
are Stored .» 

, he must operate 
\them bvremote- 
) controls from his 
* headquarters; 
' maybe i can jam 

. THEIR 
CONTROLS 
AT THIS 
' END.' 



Examining the first ship, Vic finds the 
robot-controls and goes to work, and by 
dawn, every Ship in the line has received 
his attention— j THERE ,., HE 




After a. thorough investigation inside the robot- 
factory, tlte evil tyrant rages insanely at his 
hundreds of silent slave-workers — 




/WERCV IS A WORP I 
ABOLISHED FROM MEKCUKy 
WHEN I ASSU/WEP 
POWER.' I RECOSM7E 
ONLV 




From his 
perch oh the 
(Off, Vic 

watches 
Szzz 
Uaxe-UitTobt*: 
ship factory 
and take to 
the air in his 
Saucer-craft. 
A moment 
later, Vic 

follows — 




later, at Be tyrant's huge 
Solar-energy plant, where the 
most destructive bomb in 
the universe is created, the 

SOIAKBOMB- T ^=T^ J 

GET THE SLAVES OUT OF RANGE.' * 
I CAN MANAGE THAT By ROUNDING 
THEM UP AND SETTING THEM y 
HEADED ON A STRAIGHT LINE "S 
AWAY FROM THE PLANT.' I DONT^ 
WANT TO 
— - KILL. , 
h. ,^-d^TBK THEM. 1 




As the slave-workers begin 
moving away from the plant 
vnder Vic's direction, other 
workers drop their tools and 
Stolidly join their companions: 
Soon- 




Landing his craft on the terrace, 
Vic enters Sztz's headquarters 
to see 



COME, VI C, 

I'll show 
you 



WAtTl GOZA! 1 
UMtACi THEY'RE S 

HERE ALSO-' LAURA, 
WE'LL TAKE THEM /. 
ALONG! GET THEIR 
RECORDED SYSTEMS 
' OUT OF THE FILES 
FIRST.' 




In the room outside, Sziz 
raises his atomicgrator, 
his face twisted rrifh evil 
■triumph , his finger tight- 
ening on the trigger — 



IIP'THAT PUTS AN ENP TO SZZZ ^^■P] 

/ ANP HIS EVIL PREAM OF SOLAR WA 

/CONQUEST.' NOW THERE'LL BE ■« 

A FREE MERCURY ANP SOWE- 1 

DAY, A UNITED PLANETS, Ak 

V PEPICATEP TO ETERNAL /-t — *Wj/' 

V PFACE !y~-p—, IA/ 


i* ^K 








Szzz is se«£ iWp exile and 
i>31 Mercury is released 
from his evil spell. Shortly 
thereafter, in a new space- 
ship, presented to them try 
^ihe Mercurians, Vic and - 
Ittura prepare to 
I return to Earth! 



600PBVE, EARTHUNGS, 
AMP GOOP JOURNEY.' PON'T 
FORGET THE UNITEP PLANETS 
ORGANIZATION WE ARE 
WORKING TOWARPS' 
SOMEPAY SOON, >— 
EARTH WILL BE fSjSEJ 

MERCURY' 



THIS IS IT, \ BUT NOT ITS 
LAURA! TAKE (MEMORIES, VIC.' 
YOUR LAST 114. ALWAYS 
" /REMEMBER THE 
'APVENTURES WE 
WENT THROUGH, 
ANP PRAY THAT 
NEVER AGAIN 
WILL A TYRANT 
LIKE SZZZ RISE 
TO ENSLAVE A 
" WORLP.' 



As Vic pulls the throttle out Jull nay, 

the skiv leaps into space, iomtd for 

Ea-rtii-and HOME! 




